The Women Will Howl
June 22-24, 2018
Presented by the Friends of Sweetwater Creek State Park, Inc., in cooperation with the Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources and

 hosted by the 2nd Battalion Georgia Sharpshooters/64th Illinois Infantry, Yates Sharpshooters
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The Mill:

In 1849, former Georgia Governor Charles J. McDonald and James Rodgers built The Sweetwater Creek Manufacturing Co.  The lumber was cut and saw milled locally. The bricks were made on the property and the foundation stones were quarried downstream from this site.  The windows flare outward toward the inside of the wall. Since open flame light sources were not allowed in the mill for fear of fire, this window design allowed natural light from outside to disperse into the interior, maximizing the lighting inside the factory. In 1857 the factory was sold and renamed as the New Manchester Manufacturing Company.  At five stories, this factory building was taller than any building in Atlanta in 1860. In 1861, the Mill turned from production of yarn, thread, and fabric to war production, with all goods going to the Confederate Government. The machinery required for cleaning raw cotton, spinning and coloring yarns, and weaving the fabric was powered by the water of Sweetwater Creek. The millrace funneled creek water into the arch on the west face of the building, flowing through the factory and out the arch on the creek side. The water turned a huge water wheel resembling a large barrel placed on its side. Weighing 50,000 (25 tons), this wheel provided a tremendous amount of energy. A series of shafts, gears and leather belts distributed this energy to the machines throughout the building.  The workers of the mill were mostly women and children.  Hoops were not worn in the mill due to the dangers of being caught in the carding machines, spindles, and looms, or the machinery that powered them

The Town:

By 1857, a community had developed and both the town and the mill were called New Manchester after the town of Manchester in England. The land on either side of the creek throughout this area was owned by the mill.  The company provided housing for many of the workers and their families. Houses were built on the ridges along the creek and the workers paid rent, which was taken out of their wages. Sixty to seventy people worked at the mill, with approximately 200 people living within one mile of the factory.  In the center of the community was the mill, the tallest building in the area, a company store, inn and post office, which was added that year. The store was the source of the basic needs of the community: food, clothing, even hardware items. Liberal use of credit ensured that valuable labor would not leave town while in debt to the company. Three stories tall, retail space and storage shared the two first floors. Space at the company store was allocated to the town post office. The storekeeper was allowed to live on the third floor with his family.  Plans to build a rail line to the town were delayed by the Civil War.   The path you walk along the creek side was the main road through town.  To the right of the path is a depression. This is what is left of the company store, the basement.  The town of New Manchester lasted a short 15 years.
The Destruction:

In July of 1864, during Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign, Federal troops under Gen. Stoneman entered New Manchester.  They proceeded to the mill, which was in full operation and ordered it shut down immediately.  A few days later, the mill workers were told to get what they wanted from the company store, as it was to be burned, and to be ready to move in one hour, or the town would also be torched.  The store and the mill were both put to the torch on July 9, 1864.  The workers were sent to Marietta linking up with the workers of the Roswell mills destroyed by Gen. Kenner Gerrard’s Cavalry.  Both groups were sent to Louisville, KY and then, if they took the Oath of Allegiance to the Union, were allowed to cross the Ohio River into Indiana to work in the mills in Cannolton.  During the fire the building collapsed on itself.  Today the first floor and a half are buried.  When you look at the mill you are looking at the upper three and a half floors.

Impression Guidelines:

Important note:  

All pre-scripted participation is voluntary; individual demos/displays are encouraged ( please check with staff so space/scheduling can be provided ). 

Infantry:  

               Federal:               Army of the Tennessee, Army of the Cumberland, or Army of the Ohio,                                                                        

                                           Repeating rifles (M1860 Henry or M1863-65 Spencer) on approval of Event Staff.


Confederate
Army of Tennessee and/or Home Guard

Cavalry:   Army of the Tennessee, Army of the Cumberland, or Army of the Ohio US

                 Coggins Certificate, current within one year, will be required for all mounts.

                  Period tack required- no '04 saddles or nylon halters\
Mounted or dis-mounted acceptable. There was one regiment at New Manchester listed in Official Records as “dismounted”.

Artillery:  Full scale pieces only.

                  Artillery will be on static display only, as there is no safe place for Artillery firing.

                  Loading and firing demonstrations will be only on the approval of the Event Staff and will be “dry”

All Military:  There will be NO firing at persons per GDNR regulations.

          
                       Cartridge box tins are required.

                       Cartridges will not contain any live ammunition, nor be constructed with penny wrappers, tape nor staples.

                       Cartridges must be pre-rolled and may not exceed 60 grains of FFg black rifle powder.

                       Full canteens of water are required at all times when away from the main camp.

                       Weapons will be in a safe, clean, and fully functioning condition subject to inspection by GDNR and the Host Unit

                       NO original arms will be used for firing purposes

Civilian:  NO HOOPS !
 Dress style should be appropriate for camp- no 'tea' dresses or ball gowns.  

 NO modern closures (i.e.… zippers, snaps, velcro, etc.), nail polish, etc.

 Hair should be done in a period style.

General Rules of Conduct

All participants are to respect the direction of the Event Staff.

All minors (under 18) must be accompanied by a parent/legal guardian or have a letter of permission to attend the event which indicates who will be responsible for them on site.  The accompanying adult will be required to sign the minor's liability release form.

Camps will be de-farbed first thing in the morning and are subject to inspection by the Event staff.  Camps are to remain de-farbed throughout spectator hours.

No tent flies (as porches) please.  Due to space limitations, wall tents are not allowed.
Participants WILL BE required to stay in period attire from midnight Friday night until closing on Sunday.

First person is highly encouraged.

Park staff will designate fire pit locations, so space must be shared.

NO pets will be allowed in camp.  

There will be NO firing of weapons outside of firing demonstrations unless there is a need to be cleared by an NCO due to misfire.
Camps will have a sentry on duty to keep watch when camps are empty.

At NO time will a spectator be allowed to handle any firearm or edged weapon.

No alcohol or substance abuse will be tolerated.

All participants will be respectful of others.  Quiet hours will be Midnight- 6am.

There will be absolutely NO set-up, breakdown or vehicle movement during spectator hours.

Any questions may be directed to the Event Staff.

HAVE FUN!!

Vignette outlines (subject to change):

Federal Infantry Demonstrations
There will be a static camp that will drill and perform firing demos, as well as uniform talks and weapons talks. 
If any cavalry or artillery is present, they will also participate.
Working on campaign camp for Friday night with march the next morning to mill.

Confederate Infantry

Working on possibility of small skirmish on route of campaign march.

Civilian Scenario

Maximum civilian participation is requested in the mill scenarios.

Civilians will be at the mill.  They will have specific individuals/roles to portray.  

Those not wishing to participate in the mill talks will be allowed to interact with the crowds at the main camp, and keep watch over things there. Cooking, sewing and crafts demonstrations/displays are highly encouraged. This is a civilian intensive event, but not one to sit around camp “looking pretty”. No Scarlett Fever Here ! 
Registration, Times and Amenities:

There is no fee, but pre-registration is required.  Substitutions may be made.  Please register only those likely to attend.

The Park Volunteers will provide a complimentary lunch both days for pre-registered participants.

Straw and wood will be provided.  There is running water available, as well as modern 'facilities'.

On-site registration hours:  Friday            2-10pm (Friday set-up is strongly encouraged)

                                            Saturday        7-9am; 6-9pm                   Sunday           7-9am

                                  Please note:  The park gates are locked from 10pm-6:30am

Spectator hours are 9-Dusk on Saturday and 9-4 on Sunday.

Directions:

Take I-20 west from Atlanta, exit #44 at Thornton Road, turn left and go 1/4 mile. Turn right onto Blairs Bridge Road (between car dealerships at light), go 2 miles and turn left (at 4-way stop) onto Mount Vernon Road.  You'll come straight into the Park.  Cross water twice, then immediate left onto Factory Shoals Rd. (sign on right will indicate to Group Shelter).  Follow road past Group Shelter drive (cross-street at top of hill) and watch for Shelter 7 drive on left.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Please let us know if you need special assistance or have any suggestions, concerns or questions.

Host Company Staff:

    Sgt. Gene Harmon      
 
hcove06@hotmail.com            
               678-906-9725
Civilian Contact:

    Amy Blaylock       

bonnieblue1845@gmail.com 

404-993-9308
Event Website:
http://georgiasharpshooters.org/new-manchester 
Thank You for Your Support!

