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Headquarters, 
Georgia Sharpshooters
July 10, 1862
New Recruits,

    Welcome to the Georgia Sharpshooter Battalion.We are honored you have chosen us as your unit. First and Foremost, you must know that this is your unit.  The Officers and Non-commissioned Officers depend on you, the members, to make this a fun and rewarding experience for all.

    Since you are just getting started, here are a few tips to make things a little easier for you in your transition to reenactor.

   First, do not feel pressured to buy everything at once.  This can be an expensive hobby, and we don’t want you to have to mortgage the house to have fun.  We suggest that you start with what is often the most expensive part of a reenactor’s kit, your rifle.  A few of us have extra gear and uniform parts, and will be happy to lend you what you need, if we have it.

   Secondly, when you start to make your purchases, please feel free to contact any of the leadership, or one of the veterans, as we will be glad to point you in the right direction, and save you from some of the substandard equipment often sold to the inexperienced reenactor.  This will save you from spending more money down the road.  Also, do look for folks selling off their surplus gear. This is often a good way to get good equipment and often discount prices.

   From time to time, we may be required to “galvanize” or do our Federal impression.  We ask your cooperation in this, as it is sometimes necessary to increase the size of Federal forces at events to make the numbers more authentic.  Remember, we do this not only to have fun, but to remember our history and the brave men and women who lived and died in the 1860’s.
    Speaking of women, your families are very welcome in camp, and our ladies look forward to meeting them. Many activities are planned during events and most host a ladies tea. The ball on Saturday night is always a hit with many of the ladies… it is their moment to shine !

    If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call on the Officers or NCOs at anytime.

Welcome aboard and Happy Reenacting

Sharpshooters, Forward!

The Officers and NCOs
Capsule Histories

2nd Battalion, Georgia Sharpshooters


2nd Battalion Sharpshooters contained six companies and was formed in the summer of 1862. The men were from various sections of the state and some had seen prior service. It was assigned to General J.K. Jackson's Brigade and fought with distinction at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, and Missionary Ridge. Later the unit was brigaded under General Gist and took an active part in the battles around Atlanta, Hood's Tennessee operations, and the North Carolina Campaign. In December, 1862, it contained 152 effectives, at Chickamauga 101 were present, and during December, 1863, the battalion totalled 80 men and 65 arms. Very few surrendered with the Army of Tennessee. Majors J.J. Cox and Richard H. Whiteley were in command.      

64th Illinois Infantry "Yates Sharpshooters"
Organized at Camp Butler, Ill., as a Battalion of 4 Companies, December, 1861. 
Two more companies mustered in December 31, 1861. 
Moved to Quincy, Ill., January 10, 1862, thence to Cairo, Ill., February 15, and to New Madrid, Mo., March 4, 1862. Attached to Army of Mississippi, unassigned, to April, 1862. 
2nd Brigade, 1st Division, Army Mississippi, to May, 1862. 
Unattached, Army Mississippi, to November, 1862. 
Unattached, District of Corinth, 13th Army Corps (Old), Dept of the Tennessee, to December, 1862. 
Unattached, District of Corinth, 17th Army Corps, to January, 1863. 
Unattached, District of Corinth, 16th Army Corps, to March, 1863. 
Unattached, 2nd Division, 16th Army Corps, to November, 1863. 
Fuller's Brigade, 2nd Division, 16th Army Corps, to March, 1864. 
1st Brigade, 4th Division, 16th Army Corps, to September, 1864. 
1st Brigade, 1st Division, 17th Army Corps, to July, 1866.

SERVICE.--Operations against New Madrid, Mo., and Island No. 10, Mississippi River, March 4-April 8, 1862. Action at New Madrid March 12. 
Capture of New Madrid March 14. 
Capture of Island No. 10 April 8. 
Expedition to Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13-17. 
Moved to Hamburg Landing, Tenn., April 17-22. 
Advance on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. 
Action at Farmington, Miss., May 3. 
Reconnaissance toward Corinth May 8. 
Action at Farmington May 9. 
Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. 
Tuscumbia Creek May 31-June 1. 
Reconnaissance toward Baldwyn June 3. 
At Big Springs and on guard duty at Headquarters of General Rosecrans, Commanding Army Mississippi, until November 27. 
Reconnaissance to Iuka and skirmish September 16. 
Battle of Iuka September 19. 
Battle of Corinth, Miss., October 3-4. 
Pursuit to the Hatchie River October 5-12. 
On Outpost duty at Glendale, Miss., November 27, 1862, to November 4, 1863. 
Moved to Iuka, thence to Pulaski, Tenn., November 4-11, and duty there until January, 1864, 
Decatur, Ala., until May 1864. 
Veterans on furlough January 15 to March 17, 1864. 
Four new Companies, "G," "H," "I" and "K," organized February and March, 1864. 
Moved to Decatur, Ala., March 17-23. 
Atlanta (Ga.) Campaign May 1-September 8. 
Demonstrations on Resaca May 8-13. 
Near Resaca May 13. 
Battle of Resaca May 14-15. 
Advance on Dallas May 18-25. 
Operations on line of Pumpkin Vine Creek and battles about Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills May 25-June 5. 
Near New Hope Church June 5. 
Operations about Marietta and against Kennesaw Mountain June 10-July 2. 
Assault on Kennesaw June 27. 
Nickajack Creek July 2-5. 
Ruff's Mills July 3-4. 
Chattahoochie River July 6-17. 
Nance's Creek July 17. 
Decatur July 19-22. 
Battle of Atlanta July 22. 
Siege of Atlanta July 22-August 25. 
Flank movement on Jonesboro August 25-30. 
Battle of Jonesboro August 31-September 1. 
LoveJoy Station September 2-6. 
Reconnaissance to Fairburn October 1-3. 
Pursuit of Hood into Alabama October 4-29. 
Snake Creek Gap October 15-16. 
March to the sea November 15-December 10. 
Montieth Swamp December 9. 
Siege of Savannah December 10-21. 
Campaign of the Carolinas January to April, 1865. 
Reconnaissance to Salkehatchie River, S.C., January 20. 
Salkehatchie Swamps February 1-5. 
Rivers' and Broxton's Bridges, Salkehatchie River, February 2. 
Rivers' Bridge February 3. 
South Edisto River February 9. 
North Edisto River February 11-12. 
Columbia February 15-17. 
Juniper Creek near Cheraw, March 2. 
Cheraw March 3-4. 
Battle of Bentonville, N. C, March 20-21. 
Occupation of Goldsboro March 24. 
Advance on Raleigh April 10-14. 
Occupation of Raleigh April 14. 
Bennett's House April 26. 
Surrender of Johnston and his army. 
March to Washington, D.C., via Richmond, Va., April 29-May 19. 
Grand Review May 24. 
Moved to Louisville, Ky., June 6. 
Mustered out July. 11 and discharged at Chicago, Ill., July 18, 1865.


Regiment lost during service 6 Officers and 106 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 2 Officers and 131 Enlisted men by disease

Civil war sharpshooters

   Civil war era sharpshooters were not what is called in the modern time, snipers.  Sharpshooters were organized into battalions or in a few cases in the Union Army as regiments and used as skirmishers, flankers, advance scouts, and pickets.

   There are cases of individual or independent sharpshooter units such as Birge’s Sharpshooters in the Western Theatre. Confederate sharpshooter units were organized in 1862 with the passage by the Confederate Congress of the Sharpshooter Act.  The State of Georgia created 5 battalions of sharpshooters for service in the West.

There is a myth among reenactors that to be sharpshooters, your weapon must have a telescopic scope on it.  This is simply not true. Especially among Confederate sharpshooter battalions, telescopic or “tube” sights were extremely rare. None were produced by any of the arsenals. Therefore, no scopes will be allowed in this unit. Also popular is the myth that all Confederate sharpshooters were armed with Whitworth or Kerr rifles. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Most Confederate sharpshooter battalions were armed with either the three-band rifle muskets of the line infantry, or with shorter two band rifles; P1859/1860 Enfield Rifles or 1841 and 1855 US Rifles, or Cook and Brothers and Fayetteville rifles. Whitworth and Kerr rifles were only awarded to the best shots of a brigade, and contests were staged usually at winter camps, such as the famous match that took place in Dalton, Georgia during the winter of 1863-64 recorded by Pvt. Sam Watkins in his memoirs, Company Aytch.

  The Union formed Sharpshooter units very early in the war with the formation of the 1st and 2nd Regiments of United States Sharpshooters under Col Hiram Berdan (the famous Berdan’s Sharpshooters) who wore the green uniforms people often think about when Civil War sharpshooters are discussed. These units were used in the Eastern Theatre. In the West, the counter to Berdan’s was the 14th Missouri/66th Illinois Infantry  (Birge’s Western Sharpshooters), and  the 64th Illinois Infantry, or 1st Battalion, Yates’ Sharpshooters.  Union Sharpshooters in the east tended to use the Colt revolving rifle and Sharps 1859 rifle, and some special telescopic rifles. In the West, the main arms for Birge’s Western Sharpshooters were the Dimmick and American Target rifles and later Henry Rifles. The arms for Yates’ Sharpshooters were 1841 “Mississippi”Rifles, M1855-1861 US Rifled Muskets and late in the war the Unit privately purchased M1860 Henry rifles.

                                 SAFETY

While we set a high standard for authenticity, there is one factor that overrides all. Safety. Any violation of company or event safety rules will result in the offender being removed from the field, or prohibited from taking the field.

NO ONE  under the age of 15 will take the field, save as a functioning musician, and with parental or guardian consent, and will be closely supervised. NO ONE under the age of 15 will carry any sort of arms. Special circumstances may alter this at the discretion of the Unit.
Original weapons (dating to the years of 1842-1865) will not be used. Not only are these precious artifacts, but can also be dangerous. The only firearms allowed on the field are reproductions.

All firearms will be subject to inspection for safe operation and cleanliness one hour before the unit takes the field. Those found in need of attention will be afforded time to remedy the fault, and be re-inspected. A second failed inspection will result in the firearm not being allowed on the field.

Cartridges will not include glue, staples or tape in their construction. Cartridges will contain no more than 75 grains of FFg or FFFg black powder.

NO CCI “six wing” percussion caps will be allowed. They can shear off bits of copper and become a hazard to your fellows. RWS or Dynamit-Nobel, or Navy Arms caps only.

No one shall double load (insert more than one cartridge) unless ordered by the commander.

Rammers will not be used on the field, except by a qualified NCO or Officer to clear a malfunctioning weapon.

Bayonets will only be fixed by order of the commander or senior NCO present, for the purpose of parade, or stacking arms. 

No member shall take the field with less than a full canteen of WATER.
Alcohol will only be consumed Friday night, after the battle on Saturday, and once the camps are closed to the public.

ANYONE caught in possession of any controlled substance, barring prescribed medication, will be removed from the event, and authorities contacted.

Arms will be cleaned immediately once the days firing is completed, and after the members have had a reasonable time to rest and hydrate.

If for any reason you feel ill or uncomfortable, inform another member immediately, so help can be summoned

Heat injuries are a very real danger. Drink plenty of water. If you feel thirsty, its too late! If you feel you are overheated, inform someone immediately, so we can treat you. Don’t try and be a hero!

Uniform guidelines

The impression of a Confederate sharpshooter does not differ from that of a common Confederate infantryman. While some units were known to have a special badge noting them as sharpshooters, they were still primarily infantryman.  Please see an experienced member before buying your kit.

2nd Georgia Sharpshooter Battalion

JACKETS:

Wool or jean cloth. Jean cloth most common in the Army of Tennessee. Styles allowed are as follows:

Columbus Depot        Common Shell Jacket

Atlanta Depot             Commutation Jackets

“Mystery Depot”        Frock coats

TROWSERS

Issue or Civilian styles of any documentable construction. Jean cloth recommended. Limited Federal sky blue or civilian checks or houndstooth allowed

SHIRTS:

Any civilian or issue pattern of correct period construction.  Federal issue dommet flannel.

Period prints and patterns allowed.

SOCKS:

Any civilian or issue knit wool or cotton socks.  No rag wool or elastic.

SHOES:

Any issue or civilian style of period construction.  
NO cowboy boots, work boots, combat boots or East German marching boots.

The Jefferson Bootee is recommended

HEADGEAR:

Kepis or slouch hats.  (slouch hats more common in the Army of Tennessee)

No Hat blanks, cowboy hats, modern slouch hats or hillybilly hats.

Accoutrements:

Cartridge Box:

US or CS manufacture model 1855 or 1858  .58 cal. Cartridge Box

Black or “Fair”* leather or CS painted cloth, with sling.

Cap Box

US or CS manufacture.

Militia Shield front, 1855 or 1858 

Black or Fair leather

Painted Canvas (CS ONLY)

Waistbelt:
US or CS manufacture.

Black or Fair leather

Painted Canvas (CS ONLY)

CS oval plate, Rectangular CSA plate or any correct CS pattern beltplate.

Georgia Frame, Fork Tongue, or Correct roller buckle.

English “snake” buckle belts.

Inverted US buckles only allowed for the first year for new members.

Canteens

CS tin drum canteens

US 1858 smooth side or Bull’s eye pattern

Gardner Pattern Wooden. (Wood canteens require a lot of maintenance and need to be stored with water in them to keep the wood swollen.  They can be prone to leaks if not cared for.)

No stainless steel

Haversacks

Plain or painted cloth

Pillow ticking

Carpet or “tapestry”

Knapsacks:

Knapsacks are not a required item.

US  Early War or Mid War Double Bag Soft pack

Mexican War pattern hard or soft pack

“Kibbler” pattern soft pack  (EOG, the Confederacy, Pg 202)

Isaac and Campbell soft pack

Overcoats:

Again, not a required item, but they are worth it at colder climate events.

Any CS or US foot pattern

Some Civilian patterns.

Co A, 64th Illinois Infantry

Federal issued items are much more standard than CS.  

Coat:

Federal four button fatigue coat 

               Or

Frock coat.

                Or

NY state jacket

Illinois state jacket (jackets early war only)

Trowsers:

Sky blue foot pattern.

Shirt, Socks, and shoes,

See 2nd Ga Sharpshooters sections

Hats:

Black or dark brown civilian slouch hats or 1858 dress hats (I.e. Hardee or Jeff Davis Hats)

Private purchase Kepi or Issue M1858 Forage Cap. (Hats preferred for mid to late war.)

Accoutrements:

Black Leather only with US plates.

Black painted cloth US Haversacks only

1858 smooth side or bullseye canteens only

1858 double bag knapsacks only.

Weapons
The P1853 Enfield of M1855-1861 Rifle Musket with appropriate bayonet

P1858/60 Enfield rifles are encouraged for 2nd Battalion ONLY.
The following may also be used for the 64th Illinois impression.

1841 “Mississippi Rifle”

1860 Henry repeating rifles ( only for Atlanta Campaign to close of war ) will be allowed as an alternate weapon after the rifle or rifled-musket is acquired.

 
NO Whitworths!  No Whitworths were issued to the 1st or 2nd Georgia Sharpshooters. NO SCOPES, unless warranted by company command.
*fair leather is also known as russet or English Bridle leather and is brown.

It is acceptable to use US accoutrements for CS usage for the the first year for new members.

Confederate sharpshooter

Rifles

Confederate sharpshooters used essentially the same weapons as common line infantry.  Whitworth and Kerr rifles were in VERY short supply and it is believed that less than 2000 made their way to the Confederacy.  Much more common was the P1853 Enfield  rifle-musket and P1858 rifle.

Scoped rifles were also very uncommon as were civilian target rifles.  These were more common in the Federal Sharpshooter units.

Below are some rifles used by Confederate Sharpshooters. 

P. 1853 Enfield Rifle Musket
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Cal. .577

OAL 55 ½ “

Weight 10 ½ Lbs

P. 1858 Enfield Rifle
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Cal. .577

OAL 49 ¼ “

Weight  9 ½ “

Whitworth Rifle

Cal. .451 Hexagonal bore
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OAL  52”

Weight  10 Lbs   
Kerr Rifle
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Cal. 451 Hexagonal.

Specs identical to Whitworth.
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Telescopic Sight or Tube Sight

This sight was nearly as long as the rifle barrel.  Very few were known in the Confederate Army.

Leonard Target Rifle

Civilian Target rifle.  Very few known in Confederate service.
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Arms of the 64th Illinois Infantry
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US Rifle M1841 (Mississippi Rifle)

.54 Caliber

48 5/8” OA length

9 ½ lbs.
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US Model 1861 Rifled Musket (Springfield)

.58 Caliber
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Model 1860 Henry Rifle

.44 Rimfire

24 ¼ “ OA Length

12 round tubular magazine

Cleaning the Percussion 

    Rifle and Rifle-Musket

Your rifle is the most important and expensive part of your kit, and needs to be properly maintained.  Soldiers of the War Between the States, as well as their modern counterparts understand that their rifle was their best friend…. To quote the Marine Corps “Rifleman’s Creed” ….”With out me, my rifle is useless, with out my rifle, I am useless..”  Therefore it is imperative that your rifle or Rifle musket be maintained in impeccable order.

This section will be divided into two subsections, Field Cleaning, and Cleaning at Home. The procedures are different, but should be followed closely as it will aid in the safety of others, as well as the service life of your mostly costly investment.

Field Cleaning:

The first thing you should do, as soon as firing is finished for the day, is pour the remains of the water in your canteen down the barrel, leaving the last cap expended on the cone.  Quickly pour this out, and if possible, repeat.

When you get back in camp, put water on to boil, or at least heat. This is usually waiting for us or will be done as a company.

With a funnel, or with extreme caution, pour hot water down the barrel.  Using a tompion or your thumb, close the muzzle and move the water back and forth the entire length of the bore, and then pour out…. Repeat this process until the water comes out clear.

Using a clean, preferably white patch, use your rammer or cleaning rod and run the patch the length of the bore to dry it out… this shouldn’t take long, and the heated metal with help to evaporate any remaining water.  Spring your rammer and listen for the “ping” this should suffice for the next day. Oil the bore and all exposed metal, especially if your weapon is in an Armory Bright  (or bare metal) finish.  Be sure to clear the cone.  If you have an Enfield, the hammer can be used as a Cone Wrench.

Cleaning at Home

When you get home, you can (and should) clean your weapon much more thoroughly. To do this you will need the following:

Turnscrew ( aka screwdriver) of sizes to fit barrelbands, tang screw, lock screws.

Cotton or flannel patches

Bucket of HOT soapy water  (Dishwashing liquid is fine for this)

Oil or WD-40

Cleaning rod or ramrod.

To start remove the sling from the weapon.  Then, loosen the screws holding the barrel bands                  ( for Enfields) or slip the bands off the weapon (for Springfields).

Once the bands are removed, the tang screw, located behind the breech of the weapon should be removed and the barrel taken out of the barrel channel.  Then remove the Lockplate Screws.

Remove the cone from the bolster, and set aside.  

Place the breech in the bucket of hot soapy water, submerging the bolster and vent.  Dampen a patch that has been threaded into the jag on either your cleaning rod or rammer, and introduce into the bore, running it all the way to the breech.  Run the rod and patch up and down the barrel, creating a vaccuum and pumping the water through the barrel.  The water will come out black at first but gradually lighten to clear. You may or may not have to change the water.  Once it starts to come out clear, rinse out the soap, and using clear hot water, continue to flush the barrel until it has been thoroughly rinsed out.

Using a stiff brush or toothbrush, remove all carbon from the bolster area at the breech.  You may need to use a flat tipped turnscrew to flake some of this off.  Be sure to run a vent pick down the vent and through the cone.

Using hot water and a brush, scrub the fouling from the inside of the lock and dry thoroughly apply either a light coat of grease or oil and replace the lock and lock plate screws.  

Oil the entire barrel and replace it and the tang screw, then replace the barrel bands.  Give another coat of oil to the entire weapon, and you may decide to oil the stock.  This can be done with boiled linseed oil or tung oil.

A blackpowder cleaning formula that some folks use consists of equal parts Murphy’s Oil Soap, Alcohol and Hydrogen Peroxide.  This works well but you should oil the weapon immediately after it is cleaned as this mixture promotes rust in a very quick manner.

Recruit Kit Schedule

The following is a schedule to give the recruit an idea of when certain parts of the  kit should be obtained, thus easing the money issue.  It’s often easier to space out your acquisitions, so you don’t have to mortgage the house to equip yourself, or your family.

First Year

Uniform and Shirt. (US & CS)(The same shirt is fine for both.)
Shoes.

Eating utensils (plate, knife, fork, spoon, and cup.)
Haversack

Canteen
(At this point, weapons and accoutrements can be borrowed)

Second Year

Weapon and bayonet

Accoutrements(It is suggested to get your Federal accoutrements first. They can be used for both.)

Tent.  (Can be put off to third or fourth year also) (Common or “A-Tent”, Shelter tent or “Dog Tent”. Wall tents are discouraged, except for officers, but will be examined on a case by case scenario.)

Blanket
Third Year.

CS  Accoutrements (if used, but recommended)

Overcoat (if desired, but strongly encouraged)

Knapsack  (if desired)

These are by no means rules.  You may of course purchase your kit all at once if you desire, but this should help ease the burden somewhat.
Niceties:

Sleeping Cap  helps keep your noggin warm on cold nights.

Playing Cards

Knife, Fork, Spoon combo… you can carry it all in your pocket

Match Safe  (keeps your matches dry and safe)

Period Toothbrush and Razor (adds an authentic feel to your kit, you don’t have to use the razor!)

Candle Stick (though you can use the candle stick the Government issued you… and gave you a                scabbard and a rifle to stick it on!!)

SMALL fry skillet or canteen half.

WHAT GOES WHERE?
Or

A practical guide to your traps.

Life in the Civil War infantry was a matter of your home is on your back, so in general, much of what you use should be in the same places. With the exception of our “Garrison” camp impressions, i.e. Tent chairs, etc. etc.

The Haversack

Many reenactors use the haversack as a catch all. It was designed for one specific purpose, and that was it was the private soldiers commissary department.  Rations were placed in the haversack, usually after they were precooked.  Cooked salt pork, bacon or salt beef can turn a haversack into a greasy mess, and you really don’t want your personal articles in there.  The haversack should contain, your coffee, sugar, salt, hardtack ( or cornmeal depending on impression), a cup or dipper, and your meat issue, if carried (be advised: don’t do this unless it is well preserved or precooked) The most common method in original images for the carrying of the haversack is outside the belt, with the top of the haversack even with the belt line,  this will allow the haversack to ride more comfortably.  It should be worn on the right shoulder crossing over to the left hip.  
The Canteen.

Your canteen should contain one thing only…. WATER.  Do not put Gatorade, Powerade, Sodas or beer in the Canteen.  The former will deteriorate the canteen seams, and the later will not be tolerated.  Your canteen is one of your most important pieces of kit, as hydration is essential on the reenacting field.  The canteen rides the same as the Haversack, again on the right shoulder crossing to the left hip.

The Knapsack:

The knapsack was a soldier’s home.  In the knapsack could usually be found the following:

The shelter- half and blanket, is usually carried in the section close to the back of the wearer.

Spare shirt and socks, and hygiene kit, (razor, soap, toothbrush and toothpowder, and towel), a sleeping cap (highly recommended!!), housewife (sewing kit) your diary and pencils or ink powder, well, and pen (if you elect to carry them) spare rations and cartridge arsenal packs, and sundry personal items go in the envelope portion.  In cooler weather, you can carry your overcoat on top.  Keep your rubber blanket or oil cloth between the two sections when closed, so its an easy access if it becomes inclement.   Your other option is to use the blanket roll.  There are several variations of this. One is the common mule collar.  This is simply made by rolling your excess gear in your blanket, and then giving the hole a quick twist and securing the ends together with either a tie or a coat strap.  Another method is to make a hobo roll, rolling your blanket widthwise, and securing it with your coat straps, and running the sling from the musket through the coat straps.  You can also roll it smaller, and make a “weedhopper” which is on the same principle as the hobo roll.
The Accoutrements
The cartridge box can be worn either on the belt or on a sling.  Both have their strong points and weaknesses.  .  Twenty rounds go on the top of the tins, ready for use, and twenty in arsenal packs go on the bottom.  It should be either on the right rear side of your belt, or suspended from the left shouler and crossing to the right hip. Your Cap box goes on your belt, worn on the right front next to your belt plate.  The bayonet scabbard should be on your left.
In Your Pockets.

The rest of your kit can fit in the various pockets of your uniform.  Your tobacco bag can be suspended from a button hole, and your matches, pocket watch, wallet, pencil, pocket knife et al, Can be distributed about the trouser pockets and coat pockets
Recommended vendors

In reenacting, vendors are called Sutlers, after the entrepreneurs who sold items to the soldiers.

Period sutlers usually sold things not issued to the soldiers, such as delicacies and niceties.

Modern Sutlers sell the items needed to put together your impression.

Obediah Prophet  (no website available)
Blockade Runner (uniform jackets only!) www.blockaderunner.com
Melville & Co. – canvas and painted cloth accoutrements, bass_splits2005@yahoo.com 
Missouri Boot And Shoe  (Leather goods) http://missouribootandshoe.tripod.com/id3.htm
   C & D Jarnigan (leather goods, shoes, Tinware) www.jarniganco.com
    Regimental Quartermaster (musket defarb lockplates) www.regtqm.com
   Fall Creek Sutlery www.fcsutlery.com
   Andy Smith – cartridge tubes  www.andysmith1989.webs.com 
   Russell Osmianksi – kepis, contact information is on our Links page at

                                                    http://www.georgiasharpshooters.org/cw_links.html 

Higher End

   Ben Tart   www.bentart.com
   CJ Daley   www.cjdaley.com
   L. D. Haning  (accoutrements) www.ldhaning.com
   Wambaugh, White and Company   www.wwandcompany.com 
Hats

 Clearwater Hat Co.   www.clearwaterhats.com
 Tim Bender hats        www.benderhats.com
It may also be to your advantage to look at the following websites for used kit.  You can usually find good stuff for much less than the cost of brand new uniforms or accoutrements.

Websites

Authentic-Campaigner   www.authentic-campaigner.com
Civil War Reenactors Forum  www.cwreenactors.com
*** Please check the unit website for the most current list of sutlers and vendors ! ***
http://www.georgiasharpshooters.org/cw_links.html
Recommended Reading

The Life of Johnny Reb/Billy Yank                                               Bell I. Wiley

Civil War Infantry : In Camp, On the March and In Battel            Gregory A.  Cocoa

Co. Aytch*                                                                                        Samuel Watkins

Barry Benson’s Civil War Book :Memories of A Confederate       Barry Benson

                           Scout and Sharpshooter *                                       

Shock Troops of the Confederacy: Sharpshooters of the ANV        Fred L. Ray
Our Connection With Savannah: The 1st Battalion, Ga SS            Russel K. Brown

Sharpshooters of the American Civil War                                    Phillip  Katcher
Echoes of Glory: Arms and Equipment of the Union                   Time-Life Books

Echoes of Glory:Arms and Equipment of the Confederacy         Time-Life Books

Gone For A Soldier:The Diary of Alfred C. Ballard *                    Alfred C. Ballard

Letters To Amanda: The Letters of Marion Hill Fitzpatrick*        ed. Lowe and Hodges

Rebel Private Front and Rear *                                                        William A. Fletcher.
*Denotes original material by veterans of the War Between The States.
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